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Reagan i~ nta ly a d p ys eal y 
our eaders are en ye•rs o der. 

rr-~ a. ze a~ .ev need a decrease in 
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_AR for he future, hfs pa ing word~ wcr~ that, 1 h! 
opinton, the So•.·i~ !!" wr.uld s ':.rtt:W<l11 all our proposals ttus fa~l 
and ~ould ha ·e to TA t 1n ~ome fas ion o I F deplc:~ents, whic 
W'-'~ld r quJ.r-e a so wwll ~~11 into 1984 . However, "abOu aix 
months. 1n o the e:x l Far" he: mi9h be wiJ 1 i r.~--sin-e he 
dom~st1c ~conomy ra ain: h priority issue for the~--t,_, r~assP.ss theirs a.c. 

Matlock Cort.m'j!nts: Vi!" . r-\·s "z' did most of the talki1\Q during 
lun h, but I poin ed ou repPatedly that the Sovi~t pr~dica .nt, 
as he describe:d it, was he dir ct resul of their own ac ions 
and h~ir own ag<JnLsive pol cies, and not of propa-ganda 
mani ulation or. our par • (He did not disagree.) I told him 
they C('•uld not have handle-d he Y.AL massacre worse. (Be agreed., 
I s rcsseo that, despit~ e·erytbinq, we were still prepared to 
• egotia E s..-..r · c•usly to lc.\.'t·r arms levels and had made proposals 
which sl1ou ld in er E th~m, f they indeed do desire • reduction 
of e s1o • (Tbjs Plici ~d his comments implyinq that the Soviet 
leadership, a th~ mnm~n a 1 ast, is incapable of considering 
lhcm ationally.) 

In rP.s~n s~ to h1s co~.men hat the Soviet leaders are convinced 
that hey could r•ot d~- 1 with this Administration, % t.ol4 hilt 
th Sovi a ions aero s the board created qra e doubts ~at 
could d~al ~1 h he Sovi ts . All Soviet action• and ei 
propagandis ic and n -sided •proposals" ae~d des gne4 to 
acquire ~r rp~ ua e Sc i t mili ary super1ori y. ~ cOUld 
obviously b nn ~9re~m n s on this ba~ts, and so 0D9 
Sovi polict s ?ersls ~. we could no take serioasl 
prof ssi~ns of a d~sire to improv• r la ions 
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If h~s w s he in nde 1!1-:!ssag,_, h"n rr-.ay ~ ll c; s n iall)" 
a_curate. l'.lnce there is mu h corrob a ive virJF>nc~. A.nd if 
his is thP cas • i means hat we are on h . righ a k ang 

must make sure we stay hce c;-ourse, wh lle kenpi 9 C'hann-~: ls of 
c~~unica ~on open. 


